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Marreh 5, 2007
To:
Embassy / Consul

Dear Sir or Madam,

In response fo requests from foreign missions to specify the
arrangements required for transit of foreign citizens through Israel to the
West Bank, we atftach a guide to the policy of the Coordinator of
Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) in this regard.

In the preparation of this policy every effort has been made to simplify
the arrangements and to be sensitive to the needs of visitors and the
local population.

It will be understood that the implementation of these arrangements
takes place at a fime of political sensitivity and genuine security
concerns.

We frust that the foreign missions and visiting foreign citizens will
demonstrate respect and understanding for the arrangements that this
situation unfortunately requires.

if you have any questions or issues for clarifications, you are invited to
contact the Consular Licison Section at the Consular Affairs Bureau of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Tel. 02-5303429).

Best Regards,

Yigal T'zarfati
<X Head of Consular Affairs Bureau

S

_CAD
AN Uf\\\i « g@t/ho)\g

9 Shderot Yitzhak Rabin, P.O.Box 3013, Jerusalem, 91035
Tel: +972-2-5303111. www.mfa.gov.il



05/03/2007 10:12 MFA JERUSALEM -> 972 8 282 0966 Page 3 of %
|

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS s TR
JERUSALEM R ) A
it Policy to th |
1. General

a. The issue of fransit to the West Bank via Israel is dealt with by
the Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories
[COGAT), working in coordination with the Ministry of Interior
twhich, under Israel law, holds the authority to approve the
entry of foreigners into Israel).

b. This document sets out COGAT's policy regarding the issue of
transit as it relates to foreign citizens who are not registered in
the West Bank's Population Registry (henceforth: “foreign
citizens"). These foreign citizens are permitted to enter Israel
via Ben Gurion Airport and / or the Allenby Bridge.

c. Foreign citizens who are registered in the West Bank
Population Registry as residents of the West Bank, are
permitted to enter via the Allenby Bridge, on the basis of
Palestinian documentation (Palestinian Passport / Palestinian
identity card along with Exit Permit), in accordance with
cuirent procedures.

2. The following categories of foreign cilizens may request an entry
pemit valid for up to three months:
a. Spouses of resident Palestinians registered in the West Bank
Population Registry
b. Children up to the age of 16 of resident Palestinians

¢c. Businesspersons / investors / bearers of a working permit for
the West Bank

d. Staff of foreign missions in the West Bank

€. Representatives of international organizations in the West
Bank

f. Lecturers and consultants
g. Humanitarian cases and others

3. issue of Entry Permit

a. Foreign citizens of states that do not have a visa-exemption
agreement with Israel, belonging to one of the dbove
categories, who require a visa for entry to lIsrael for the
purpose of transit to the West Bank, should apply for a visa at
the nearest Israeli consulate or embassy. They must present
documentation confirming their status / position and the
purpose of their visit.
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b. Foreign citizens belonging to one of the above categories
who are citizens of states that have signed a visa-exemption
agreement with Israel to the West Bank via Israel after showing
documents at the Ben Gurion Alrport or Allenby Bridge that
confirm their status / position and the purpose of their visid,
subject to an inspection and approval by a COGAT
representative,

4. Extension of Visa

a. The following categories of foreign citizens may request to
extend their visa cfter the initial period for an additional
period of up to a year {and no longer than 27 months total):

1) Spouses of resident Palestinians registered in the West
Bank Population Registry

2) Children up to the age of 16 of resident Palestinians
3) Humanitarian cases and others

In order to extend the visq, they must apply to the Palestinian
Popuiation Registry in Ramallah. In special cases, they should
tum to the Population Registry of the Ministry of Interior in Beit-
El (Tel. 02-9977072).

b. The following categories of foreign citizens may request to
extend their visa dofter the initial period for an additional
period of up to 6 months (and no longer than 27 months total):

1) Stoff of foreign missions in the West Bank

2) Representatives of international organizations in the
West Bank

In order to extend the visa, they must apply to the Head of
the International Organization Department in the Civil
Administration at Beit-El (Tel. 02-9977744) or to the Population
Registry of the Ministry of Interior in Belt-El (Tel. 02-9977072).

Q. Foreign citizens whose passports were stamped with 'Last Permit’
in the recent months may nonetheless leave the West Bank and
submit a new visa request.

b. The arangements set out in this document are subject to
imperative considerations of policy and security as may be
applicable in Israel and the West Bank.

c. Entry of individuals into Israel and the West Bank remains subject
o security / criminal assessments by the relevant authorities.
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